Paragraph Building

1. Topic sentence – what is the paragraph about? 

2. Introduce your evidence that supports your topic – a quote. 

3. Explain what the quote means. 

4. Give detail to your quote – add your opinion.

5. Conc. – relate this sentence to topic sentence.  What is it that you want the reader to take away from your paragraph? 

Example from Alice Munro’s,  “Boys and Girls”
In Alice Munro's story, "Boys and Girls," what is learned from the first paragraph that clearly indicates the direction of the story?

What is learned from the first paragraph is that the story is headed in the direction of comparing and contrasting juxtaposing forces.  Munro writes, “a background of cold blue sky and black pine forests and treacherous northern rivers and plumed adventurers.” She uses colours from the mutability cycle and juxtapositions of voyageurs crossing raging rivers to demonstrate that our story is at the end of one cycle and the start of another.  It is not yet sure who will be going through a change but we should know that a change is happening.  Munro also states that on the calendars the voyageurs are planting “flags of either England or France” which seems to ground our story in Canada and highlight a power struggle between two forces.  I would guess that the inclusion of rivers represents a power struggle of opposing forces over a certain amount of time.  The direction of the story is not clearly stated but there are enough subtle references to symbolic features that I can assume that our narrator is going through change. 
