How to Write a Monologue

In prose, an interior monologue is where the character reveals what's going on in his mind – it provides a glimpse into a character's thoughts as they appear using associations, imagery, wordplay and other literary devices.

Instructions

Step1
Study examples of monologues.    
Step2
Identify the character you think would suit a monologue. Because this is a device for introspection, a superficial character who doesn't reflect on her actions or beliefs isn't suitable for an interior monologue. 
Step3
Work on developing your chosen character. You must know his/her mind well. An monologue reveals what the character thinks and feels about a particular situation, person or issue and what motivates his actions. 

Step4
Decide why you want to portray the character's thoughts in an interior monologue. This will help focus the monologue topic. You can expand on a major theme of your story, highlight an important character trait or discuss other characters through the eyes of your monologue subject. 

Step5
Write the draft of your monologue. Let yourself write freely about the topic the character is reflecting on. It takes a lot of digging to get to the jewels. 

Step 6
Set your monologue aside for at least a day, preferably longer. When you go back to it, cut out words that blur the main issue. Make your monologue as short as possible to convey what you want to say. 

Tips & Warnings

A journal through the eyes of your monologue character will help you understand him better. 
Bottom of Form

How to Add Creativity to Your Monologue

Step1
First, decide the premise for your monologue. Is this monologue going to be serious, humorous, absurd, etc.? Once you have established a premise decide the mood of the monologue. For example, if your monologue is tragic it may be a good idea to create a somber and macabre mood while writing the piece. If your monologue is comical it may be a good idea to create a happy and joyous mood. Use proper wording and imagery. 

Step2
Carefully compose your monologue. Think of your monologue as a short story. Begin with the introduction. Answer the following questions:  Who are you?  What are you doing?  What is your mood?  What is your goal?  Step3
After the base monologue is written, add content to truly personalize it. This could range from jokes to political discourse to social commentary. Basically, add something personal to the monologue. This gives you an opportunity to speak directly from your voice while still staying true to the subject matter of the monologue. 

Step4
roof-read each line and make sure that not only is punctuation and spelling correct, but that your monologue flows in a rhythm that makes it appealing for the reader or listener. 

Tips & Warnings

· If performing, project your voice and have confidence.
· Also, have fun!
MORE ABOUT MONOLOGUES
The initial contact. Is there an idea you would like to convey? Is the character’s voice speaking to you? Where is the character? Allow the environment to inform your work. If she is on the subway, what is her experience? Who is around her? Where is she going? 

The hook. Why is your character speaking? Inevitably, this question will provide you with “the hook.” Occurring within the first few moments of the piece, this thought will draw the audience’s attention to the character. Sometimes, the hook can be a question. Other times, it will be a compelling statement. However you choose to write it, the hook automatically creates tension in the story.
It sets the major dramatic question into motion. What is the character looking to discover or explain? 

Now that the journey has begun, it is time to let the character talk. He or she may elaborate on issues around the theme or story. Allow the character to have a variety of feelings or thoughts. Actors refer to each thought or feeling segment as a “beat”. Consider each beat as a step forward in the story. The tension should be building towards the climax.

The climax. If the story is like a wave, then the climax is where the water crests before it crashes into the sand. Without a climax, there would be no payoff for the audience, the actor or the character. The climax encompasses the core thought of the story. What is the character really trying to say? 

The ending. It is very important to have an ending to your monologue. The ending provides resolution and closure. It doesn’t have to be long. With only a sentence or two, you can answer the dramatic question, let the audience know where the character ended up, or simply complete a thought. 

While there are no hard and fast rules for writing them, the above components are absolutely essential to creating a compelling monologue. The hook, beats, climax and ending create tension, and that tension is the fuel that will propel your monologue forward. 
