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The English Language Arts enable each student to understand and appreciate language.  Language proficiency generates confidence and competence in communicating in a variety of situations, as well as facilitating personal satisfaction and learning.  

In this course you will become confident and competent users of all six language arts.  


Listening  


Speaking


Reading 


Writing


Viewing


Representing

This means that you cannot simply think of ELA as a reading and writing course but as a course where we will be experiencing all of the arts – film, television, music, poetry, short stories, novels, magazine articles, essays, photographs and paintings.  All of these language arts are interrelated and interdependent.  
Listening and Speaking 

Oral language is the primary foundation of literacy.  Through listening and speaking, people communicate thoughts, feelings, experiences, information and opinions, and learn to understand themselves and others.  

To become lifelong learners we need to be able to develop fluency and confidence in our oral language abilities.  To foster this ability we will be have open discussions about the art that we experience, prepared speeches, and story telling.  

Reading and Writing

Written language is a powerful means of communicating and learning.  Reading and writing enable you to extend your knowledge and use of language, increase your understanding of yourself and others, and experience enjoyment and personal satisfaction.  

Reading and writing provide students with means of accessing ideas, views and experiences.  By using effective reading strategies you will be able to construct meaning and develop thoughtful and critical interpretations of a variety of texts.  

As I mentioned before you will be reading a variety of types of literature in the hopes that the exposure of different kinds of material may open you explore art  in a way that you can shape your own thoughts around them.  

The written texts will serve a variety of purposes ranging from informational to aesthetic.  You will be asked to write texts to communicate ideas clearly, artistically and with integrity.  

Viewing and Representing

This will allow you students to understand the ways in which images and language may be used to convey ideas, values, and beliefs.  You will be using a variety of media, including charts, posters, diagrams, scribbles, photographs, video, visual art, and drama.  

Rules for the Classroom

1. Be Respectful 
2. Be Responsible

3. Be Ready

Marking

You will usually be marked using the rubric that we use for the Manitoba Standards Test.  It works on a scale of 0 – 5.  Zero is to be given when a student’s response is out of range in terms of meeting the required outcome; one is given for a response that is “very below level”, two for a response that is “somewhat below level”, three for “somewhat at level”, four “very at level”, and five for “above level”. 

Approximate Breakdown of the Marks

Creative Writing   (GLO1)







25%

Expository and Comprehensive Writing  (GLO 2)


           25%

Managing Ideas and Information (GLO3)





20%
Presentations - listening speaking and representing (GLO 4)


20%
Reflection   - celebrate and build community (GLO 5)



10%

Please checkout your class calendar on my website to keep up-to-date on Unit Plans and Class Assignments. 

I hope that we all have a good year and that all of us will find ELA fun, interesting and worthwhile!
