WRITING ACTIVITIES FOR INDEPENDENT NOVEL

       Pick 1 assignment from each category.  Each assignment is out of 20 marks, so I expect to see creative, out-of-the-box thinking on these assignments. 

How I will mark:  

1 --------------------7.5 ------------------------------12.5--------------------------20

                       below expectations       at expectations               above expectations

Put Yourself Inside the Novel
( I am looking for you to connect with the characters.  Answers should show a deep analysis of character motives)
1. Pretend that you're the author and describe the part that was the most fun or hardest to write.  Explain why

2. Explain why you would like to have one of the characters as a friend.

3. Write an interview with one of the major characters.

4. Pretend you are a character in the novel and describe the other characters in the novel and what you think of each of them. Explain why.

Analyze the Content of the Novel 

(Your analysis should demonstrate an understanding of the author’s stylistic choices)
5. Discuss how the main character is like or unlike a person that you know.

6. Describe an experience you've had that was like the experience of a character in the book.

7. Explain how a character in the book changed from the beginning to the end.

8. If the book has a villain, why was his or her punishment justified?
9. List 15 interesting words from your book and tell why each is interesting?
10. What problems did the major characters have and how did they solve them?

11. Compare and Contrast this book with a movie that you have seen.  Don’t just consider the plot but look at the theme, the conflict, the setting, etc.  
Visualize the Novel

(Your visual should be a representation of a theme or a feeling in the novel)     

12.  Draw a coloured map of where a major part of the story takes place.  Label the major landmarks or points of interest.

13. Make a crossword puzzle from your book.

14. Do a collage of a major theme of your novel or one that illustrates certain parts of your novel.

15.  Make a scrapbook of pictures of the main characters.  You could cut out pictures of people and animals that you think look like the characters and places in the novel. Or you could collect magazine.  

16.  Design a new book jacket that tells a potential reader what the book is about as well as grabs their attention.  You also want to have a back cover that lures the reader in.  Be colourful and creative in you depiction and description of your novel.   

Become a Writer of the Novel

(You are going to have to mimic the style of writing.  Diction choices, plot lines and understanding the characters is going to be very important) 
17. Write any kind of poem about your book.  (Min. 16 lines)

18. Write an obituary for one character.

19. Tell me what you think happened before the story began.
20. Write another part of the story where you describe what happened to the main character after the story ended.

21. Write a different (better?) ending for the story.

22. Write several diary entries made by one of the major characters.

Think Outside of the Novel 

(Your ability to take the novel in another direction is key.  You should be thinking about the audience and how they would want to see the novel extended) 
23. Explain how you would make your book into a movie-- who would play the main characters, where would you film it etc?  (You must explain your choices)
24. Write two articles for a newspaper published at the time of the major event in your novel.

25. Think of soundtracks used for movies.  Sometimes the songs are used because the music helps us to understand the plot; sometimes the song is used because the lyrics seem to sum up a feeling associated with the movie. Make a soundtrack for the novel.  What songs would be on the soundtrack and why? (10 minimum)
.

Due Date: Check our class calendar on the website for details 
Student Writing Variables
I want you to tell me exactly how you considered the author’s intentions, character motives, stylistic choices, themes, language and word choices, plot lines, story organization, and main ideas when you did your assignments.  Provide me with examples from your assignments that show you are capable of analyzing the novel instead of just reading the novel.  

Answer in full paragraphs

Put Yourself Inside the Novel ( Questions 1-4)

How did you look for connections with the characters?  (Answers should show a deep analysis of character motives)

Analyze the Content of the Novel (Questions 5-11) 

How did your answer demonstrate an understanding of the author’s stylistic choices?

Visualize the Novel (Questions 12 -16) 
Does your visual represent a theme or a feeling in the novel? How so?     

Become a Writer of the Novel (Questions 17-22)
Did you mimic the style of writing the author uses?  Diction choices, plot lines, the personality of the characters? 

Think Outside of the Novel (Questions 23-25)
Your ability to take the novel in another direction is key.  Did you demonstrate an understanding of how the audience would want to see the novel extended? 
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