Transactional ELA 40S

Survival Guide as a Technical Document
Your task is to create a technical document, a “how-to” paper for the topic of your choice.  Think of the first aid guide that you might have in the door pocket of a small airplane, or the guide you get when you buy a new camera.  This assignment will be a test of your ability to communicate with CLARITY.

Topic ideas

1. …how to survive a day of power shopping

2.  ….how to survive getting stranded a Manitoba highway on a thirty degree below zero night in the middle of no where

3. …how to entertain a 3 year old on a rainy day

4.  …protecting yourself as a woman walking at night

5. …surviving football training camp

Assignment Requirements

A. You must include the following document parts:

1. Title Page

2. Table of Contents

3. Introduction 

4. 4-5 written pieces such as instructions, top tens etc, quizzes …

5. Appendices (for examples: quiz answers, sources of further information…)

B. The technical document must be word-processed.  

C. You will be marked on visual appeal of the document and must include at least two  

    graphics (diagrams, tables, models, pictures)

D. The document contents must be a concisely written 600 – 800 words.

E. The key with this assignment is to communicate with clarity and make the guide visually appealing for the reader.  When thinking about your audience, try to think of them as novices to the topic so that you will include all the details that they need.

