Grade 12 ELA 

How to write an essay.  

First Step 

Make notes while you are reading the text.  Look for possible themes that the essay might be one.  Try to figure out what the author is trying to say to you.  If you can do this you are going to one step ahead.  (use little post-it notes)

Find a Topic
Usually, you will be presented with a variety of questions that deal with themes within the book.   Which one speaks most to you? To answer this try to decipher what do you think the author is trying to tell you with the book?  

Create a thesis.  Your thesis answer the question you have been asked, and gives us a deeper understanding about he novel.  

Ex:  Simplest terms – Sesame Street is about a bunch of characters that live on the same street, and everyday that face new challenges like having to spell words, and cooperate.  

What the author of Sesame Street is really trying to tell viewers is that if you are faced with a problem, never give up.  When you don’t understand how to do something, look to your elders for advice.  If you ever feel all alone, look at the friends and family you have surrounding you, and you will know that everything will be alright.  

So if I was writing an essay about Sesame Street my thesis would be:  

A street is a road that connects two places, but sesame street is a road that connects young viewers to the life lessons they will need to survive in their environment.  

Look for Quotes and Examples 
Quotes and examples taken directly from your text are the primary source of information to help you develop your argument once you have constructed your thesis.  
Paragraph Construction
(from notes)

Go over Kent’s writing checklist in the writing file.  
